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Introduction

It has always been interesting to come back to
Southwest Washington and see the great changes
that have taken place since | first knew it .... since the
19200s when | worked at t
Museum, and then again, beginning in 1948, when our
Public Health Service Graphics Section was moved to
H E WO0s South Building.

My work has been in the graphic arts field all these
year s. | Om a weekend and
and have always carried along a camera.

For several years ,in putting on this Southwest show, |
shared the time with my old P. H. S. friend, Dana
Doten. His chief interest was in the sociological side,
i n city planning; and in
master of the English language.




Before | retire
Virginia car pool used to be
greeted this way at the District
end of the 14th street bridge.
Then wedd cut a
Southwest to our parking

space, and on foot dodge the
traffic to our several buildings




For years | 6d read about pl ans
for Aredevel opingo Sout hwest

Washington, but nothing ever
seemed to happen. Then it did

Afine old 1870 house with its
Mansard roof, near Virginia or
Maryland Avenues, would be
abandoned; then the wreckers
got to it, and suddenly it was
gone. N Gee, so0me AT
ought to be pali e d, 0 |- woul o=
say. But by the time a weekend

rolled around, it would be too

late,...
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For only this was leftd a pattern

on an adjoining wall, and a
scraggly little tree in front yard
debris. These rectangles of color
dour Aplaying ca
wall-paper and paintd became a
Southwest trademark.

After missing out on a few fine old
houses, in early 1958 | began to
use my trusty little camera,
sometimes also during the week,
and put together ideas for the
history and other sketches.




As | got deeper into the project
and its significance, a title

suggested itself: the BULLDOZER the BULLDOZER
could symbolize the destruction of
old Southwest; and the ROSE, v and the

really the perennial shrub, the

Rose of Sharon, that grew ; ~ VAL
profusely in fenced-in front yards - ANl W/ Mg
could represent the human values, : E: » &

persistent human values, now so
violently uprooted.




Then what a pleasure it was
one day to bump into my friend
Dana, also poking around,
watching what happened to
people, as the old town came
down and the new one went up
.. . In this so-called
REDEVELOPMENT in
Southwest Washington.

REDEVELOPMENT

SOUTHWEST
WASHINGTON




The Southwest Section is
roughly one square mile in
size, almost a triangle in
shape. It is practically in the
center of the Washington
Metropolitan area; therefore
it has geographical
iImportance. No longer
could it remain an economic
Awastel and. o

Across its top runs the Mall, /!
Uncl e Samdés nAFront Yard. o



From the Capitol steps we look westward down the vast green
Al awno of this showpl ace



Past the Washington
Monument in the
mi ddl e é
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Close-by the Capitol is this fountain in the Botanic
Garden which edges over into the Southwest, a
del i ghtful spot of col or



About as far away, as from
home plate on a baseball
fleldtotheleft-f | el der
position, ANOTHER
Southwest began: alley
dwellings, poverty, outdoor
privies ---two-thirds of old
Southwest had outdoor
priviese




A wash hung out over a vacant lot; broken glass,
weeds and stonese



Paint peeling from desolate
little row houses, but our
Rose of Sharon in full
bloom. For years the press
made much of this
anomaly, but neither the
City nor Congress seemed
to care.




The story goes way back, before

1800. Georgetown is already e, 00 P e
thriving. Hamburg, in Foggy FATOWN, ~ §*. . 77

Bottomo, is chiefd -'/reial.gatf'a,-fe
venture; Carrollsburg the same. = g AN : y !

AiJenkins Hillo ri ,;{ o
swampy Tyber Creek divided, , | A

the main stream going westward .+ *. T Y

to the Potomac, while some of N SRRy '\,\533“?‘9 ' /"
its water goes southward, back i 0 b - Folowmack \ % dsgp )/ /

of ADuddi ngt on Past.'U'ré‘c‘) ,;/*)/'i‘t‘nt \ﬁ?f = :
James Creek and the A s &tnacoslia
confluence of the Potomac and = ) : ‘
the Anacostia. Thus the name |
T h e | sférdwad inged by
water.




And The Island it would be called by generations of Southwest people. From
among them Alexander Shepherd became Governor of the District of Columbia, a
differentrulingsetup t han now. The Noyes family
The late Charles Stanley White became a famous surgeon and a founder of D. C.
Doctor6s Hospital; his brother also ni
for the old Chicago White Sox. The record goes on and on.

Some less adventurous people never left The Island, between
cradle and grave. (Similarity, Ca
Smokies)



|l n the 18500 :¢
old Tiber Creek became
an extension of the C &
O. Canal. At the foot of
Jenkins Hill, on which the
new Capitol was under
construction, one branch
of the Canal followed
James Creek to the
Arsenal on the point;
another to the Anacostia
with its deeper water,
where ships could dock.
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Hereds the view down the wide Pc
or Buzzards Point near-by; here Indian chiefs once pow-
wowed, and LOEnfantodés 1 dea for



Fort McNair today.
ARnGeneral s6 Rowo
across the green. Big
military names have
trained and lived here.
Tragedy recorded Iin
1814 (when the British
burned Washington);
again with a munitions
explosion during the
Civil War.



