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the BULLDOZER

a

and the

Introduction

It has always been interesting to come back to
Southwest Washington and see the great changes
that have taken place since | first knew it .... since the
19200s when | worked at t
Museum, and then again, beginning in 1948, when our
Public Health Service Graphics Section was moved to
H E WO0s South Building.

My work has been in the graphic arts field all these
year s. | Om a weekend and
and have always carried along a camera.

For several years ,in putting on this Southwest show, |
shared the time with my old P. H. S. friend, Dana
Doten. His chief interest was in the sociological side,
i n city planning; and in
master of the English language.




Before | retire
Virginia car pool used to be
greeted this way at the District
end of the 14th street bridge.
Then wedd cut a
Southwest to our parking

space, and on foot dodge the
traffic to our several buildings




For years | 6d read about pl ans
for Aredevel opingo Sout hwest

Washington, but nothing ever
seemed to happen. Then it did

Afine old 1870 house with its
Mansard roof, near Virginia or
Maryland Avenues, would be
abandoned; then the wreckers
got to it, and suddenly it was
gone. N Gee, so0me AT
ought to be pali e d, 0 |- woul o=
say. But by the time a weekend

rolled around, it would be too

late,...
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For only this was leftd a pattern

on an adjoining wall, and a
scraggly little tree in front yard
debris. These rectangles of color
dour Aplaying ca
wall-paper and paintd became a
Southwest trademark.

After missing out on a few fine old
houses, in early 1958 | began to
use my trusty little camera,
sometimes also during the week,
and put together ideas for the
history and other sketches.




As | got deeper into the project
and its significance, a title

suggested itself: the BULLDOZER the BULLDOZER
could symbolize the destruction of
old Southwest; and the ROSE, v and the

really the perennial shrub, the

Rose of Sharon, that grew ; ~ VAL
profusely in fenced-in front yards - ANl W/ Mg
could represent the human values, : E: » &

persistent human values, now so
violently uprooted.




Then what a pleasure it was
one day to bump into my friend
Dana, also poking around,
watching what happened to
people, as the old town came
down and the new one went up
.. . In this so-called
REDEVELOPMENT in
Southwest Washington.

REDEVELOPMENT

SOUTHWEST
WASHINGTON




The Southwest Section is
roughly one square mile in
size, almost a triangle in
shape. It is practically in the
center of the Washington
Metropolitan area; therefore
it has geographical
iImportance. No longer
could it remain an economic
Awastel and. o

Across its top runs the Mall, /!
Uncl e Samdés nAFront Yard. o



From the Capitol steps we look westward down the vast green
Al awno of this showpl ace



Past the Washington
Monument in the
mi ddl e é




Tom Jefferson 1 s jJust ¢



